
 

Architecture Rendez-Vous 
 

The Institut Français of the Embassy of France in India, the Alliance Française network in India and the 

Institut Français in Paris presented a combined project titled  “Architecture Rendez vous” on French 

expertise in architecture from September to December 2011 by selecting five Indian cities (Ahmedabad, 

Delhi, Goa, Pune and Bangalore) to host a dialogue between Indian and French professionals. 

 

Ahmedabad, the city where the project set off, hosted the event from the 9
th

 to the 16
th

 of September at 

the CEPT University (Centre for Environmental Planning and Technology) – School of Architecture and 

project partner in Ahmedabad.  Ahmedabad boasts the biggest concentration of Le Corbusier buildings, 

Louis Kahn conceived the campus of the IIM Ahmedabad and Bernard Kohn another French architect 

was one of the founder-members of the CEPT University with B. V. Doshi. Bernard Kohn’s proposed 

creation of the river-font (embankment) of the Sabarmati River, is in process, bringing to fore French 

expertise in urban-planning. 

Ahmedabad is the only Indian city candidating for UNESCO’s « World Heritage City » programme in 2011 

with strong French support for the protection and valorisation of this exceptional historical centre. 

Significant programmes for the renovation of the old city were developed until 2005 with a French team 

under the direction of architect Pierre Cadot. An existing partnership between Ahmedabad and France, 

following the exchanges initiated under the aegis of UNESCO and the France-UNESCO treaty was 

reinforced by this event. 

At the inaugural Mr. Jean-Raphaël Peytregnet, Consul General of France in Mumbai presented the 

medal of the Officer in the Order of Arts and Letters to Mr. B. V. Doshi.  

                                                                                   
                                                          

                                                      

    B.V Doshi with the medal                                                            Structure created by CEPT students          
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Architect and Head of architecture firm Est-ce ainsi, Xavier Wrona famed for his works of interior design 

and a professor at ENSA Paris La Villette addressed two conferences and conducted a practical 

workshop with students of CEPT. His conferences dealt with the relation between clothing and 

architecture, economic issues in an architectural project and usage of alternative materials and finally 

on social responsibility of the architect in contemporary society. 

 



Ms. Canna Patel, architect of the upcoming building of the Alliance Française d’Ahmedabad spoke of the 

philosophy driving the project and Mr. Neelkanth Chhaya, the Dean of the School of Architecture, 

addressed a conference highlighting Indo-French cooperation in the field of architecture on Indian 

Territory, from Ahmedabad to Pondicherry in the south of India via Chandernagore near Calcutta.  

 

The University Cooperation Attaché from the Embassy of France in India, Mr. Philippe Cadène informed 

students about scholarships for architecture and urban-planning offered by the Embassy of France.  

 

In Delhi the main focus of the week-long action revolved around three exhibitions, one on the landscape 

architecture of Pascal Cribier, a second featuring French architects who were part of the Grand Prix 

AFEX 2010 and a third exhibition which presented the work of 14 architects and landscapists, all 

laureates of the 2009-2010 edition of the “New Albums of Young Architects and Landscapists” 2009-

2010.  
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Sushmit Ghosh and Rintu Thomas’ film, Dilli aptly launched the architecture week in the city. Eminent 

Indian architect and Chairperson of the Delhi Urban Arts Commission; Mr. Raj Rewal opened the week 

and shared his experiences of having worked in France. The following days were filled with film 

screenings both documentaries and fiction including the popular film, Dhobi Ghat.  

 

Three other documentaries were screened the following day, including portraits of Jean Nouvel and 

Paul Andreu, thereby introducing audiences to two major figures of Architecture in France. Avijit Mukul 

Kishore’s Vertical City, was screened in between to illustrate the deep social impact of architecture. As 

the film director says, “Vertical City is a visual essay on the architecture of a dystopia”. 

 

 

 

 



                                           
                 

 

Documentary screening on Jean Nouvel                                              Works of Landscape Architect Pascal Cribier 
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Two conversations were showcased during the week each of them sharing varied nuances related to the 

profession and the practice. In a first talk, architect-author-film maker Jagan Shah, shared the works of 

French architects working in India: French architect from Auroville, Mr. Satprem Maini’s simplistic, 

elegant, economic approach juxtaposed with Stephane Paumier’s more urbane, bold and innovative 

approach, each experimental and dynamic in their own way. The conversation brought out the 

challenges of contemporary architectural practice, and the specific issues of how architecture defines or 

erases national identities and upholds collective traditions. The second conversation the following day 

engaged with the projects undertaken by architecture Major Mr. Raj Rewal and French architect living in 

India and working across the world, Mr. Olivier Vidal: two very different contexts, two very different 

professional languages, two very different intensities, but leaving behind thoroughly enlightened 

audiences, including non-architects.  

 

Landscape architect or rather “gardener”, Pascal Cribier shared intensely with a group of 40 architects, 

landscape architects, art historians, curators, journalists and others his emotions and practices and 

approaches to landscaping. 

 

A final platform was designated to exchange on Indian and French educational practices in the domain 

of architecture. Mr. KT Ravindran from the School of Planning and Architecture, Mr. Jagan Shah of the 

Sushant School of Architecture and SPA Designs interfaced on the prospects and challenges for future 

cooperation in education. 

 

More than 3000 people participated and attended the different interventions in Delhi and Ahmedabad 

during the passage of Architecture Rendez Vous 

 

From a first rendez-vous to regular encounters, Indo-French perspectives in architecture has set the 

path towards continued long term dialogues and exchanges in the years ahead. One hopes this will open 

up a dialogue with India in the context of its burgeoning cities and overall economic development. 

 


